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Tree Pruning

Why Prune Trees?

e Safety
o Properly pruned trees are stronger
o Protect property
e Tree Health
o Healthy trees are are less prone to disease and breakage
o Aesthetics
o Help preserve property values
e Encroachment
o Maintain trees away from private property

Tree Pruning Frequency

e How often a tree is pruned depends on the following factors:
o Species
o Age
o Location
o Preference

6.1



LARMAC

Board of Directors
Landscape Orientation Handbook

Tree Timeline
And the evolving labor requirements

As the trees in Ladera mature, they often grow exponentially. Some species will not
fully mature for 50 or more years.

Over the years, both the labor required for pruning and the debris generated grow
exponentially also. A tree that requires 1 hour of labor or less in year 1, could require 8
hours of labor, or many more, in year 20. All tree pruning operations schedules are
continuously revised to reflect the needs of the urban forest as it matures
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Properly Pruned Tree

Note that the overall size of the tree has not been reduced.
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Basic Pruning Tasks

lllustrated here are a few of the conditions a skilled tree worker will address while

pruning a tree.

Rubbing and
crossed branch

WAater sprouts

Dead Dramch Sucker
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Topping vs. Pruning

As a rule, trees are never topped. A common misconception is that by topping a tree it
will require pruning less often.

Topping is also known as:
*Stubbing

*Heading

*Tipping

*Hat Racking

*Dehorning

*Lopping

*Roundover
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Topped Trees - Worst Case Scenario
Examples of why not to top trees




